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earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rallison et al 
(US 5,903.395 A) in view of Vancelette (US 5,894,320 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Rallison discloses a handheld device (a visual display device as shown in 
figures 2-4) for viewing video signals and hearing audio signals, comprising: 

a signal interface and receiver (34, 36 & 38) configured to receive audio and video signals 
(see col. 4, lines 17-24 and figures 1 & 15); 

a display system (image generator 72) configured to produce virtual images visible to a 
user when said handheld device is engaged with said user's face, said virtual images based on 
said video signals (see col. 5, lines 11-44 and figures 1-8 & 15); and 

a speaker system (52a & 52b) configured to produce sounds audible to the user, said sounds 
based on said audio signals (see col. 4-5, lines 66-10). 

Rallison does not explicitly disclose viewing different video signals and audio signals 
associated with an event. However, it noted that the system provides different camera angles video 
and audio feeds for viewing a program of event such as football game as disclosed by Vancelette 
(see col. 5, lines 20-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the system of Rallison by providing different camera angles video and audio feeds for viewing 
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a program of event as disclosed by Vancelette to allow the users watching a sport event with different 
views. 

Regarding claim 6, Rallison discloses a handheld device (a visual display device as shown in 
figures 2-4) for viewing video signals and hearing audio signals, comprising: 

a signal interface and receiver (34, 36 & 38) configured to receive audio and video signals 
(see col. 4, lines 17-24 and figures 1 & 15); 

a processing system (all of the electronics associated with the production of the video device 
in the main portion 12) configured to process said video signal (see col. 5, lines 1 1-54); and 

a display system (image generator 72) configured to produce virtual images visible to a user 
when said handheld device is engaged with said user's face, said display system comprising a liquid 
crystal display (see col. 5, lines 1 1-54 and figures 1-8 & 15). 

Rallison does not explicitly disclose viewing different video signals and audio signals 
associated with an event. However, it noted that the system provides different camera angles video 
and audio feeds for viewing a program of event such as football game as disclosed by Vancelette 
(see col. 5, lines 20-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the system of Rallison by providing different camera angles video and audio feeds for viewing 
a program of event as disclosed by Vancelette to allow the users watching a sport event with different 
views. 

Regarding claim 11, Rallison discloses a handheld device (a visual display device as shown in 
figures 2-4) for viewing video signals and hearing audio signals, comprising: 

means for receiving video signals and audio signals (via 34, 36 & 38 - see col. 4, lines 17-24 
and figures 1 & 15); 
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means for producing a virtual image visible to said user when said handheld device is 
engaged with said user's face (via image generator 74 - see col. 5, lines 1 1-54 and figures 1-8 & 15); 
and 

a means for producing sounds audible to said user (via speakers 52a and 52b - see col. 4-5. 
lines 66-10). 

Rallison does not explicitly disclose a means for reception audio and video signals associated 
with an event and means for selecting one of the audio signals and one of the video signals based on 
inputs from a user. However, Vancelette teaches that a viewer can select among a choice of available 
camera angle and audio feeds for viewing a program associated with a sport event. The service 
provider therefore must decide which video and audio signals are transmitted to the viewer based on 
viewer's selection (see col. 5, lines 20-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the system of Rallison by providing the selected video and audio signals 
among a choice of available camera angles and audio feeds for viewing a program associated with a 
sporting event as taught by Vancelette in order to allow the viewer to watch the program with different 
views selectively. 

Regarding claim 13, Rallison discloses a method for viewing video signals and hearing audio 
signals, comprising the steps of: 

providing a handheld device (visual display device as shown in figures 2-4); 

receiving said video and audio signals at the device (via 34, 36 & 38 - see col. 4, lines 17-24 
and figures 1 & 15); 

processing said received video and audio signals (all of the electronics associated with the 
production of the video device in the main portion 12 must process the received video and audio 
signals for displaying, e.g., video signal are converted into an image or a series of images such as 
simulating motion - see col. 5, lines 1 1-54); 
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displaying a virtual image of said received video signals to a user (via image generator 72 - 
see col. 5, lines 1 1-54 and figures 1-8 & 15); and 

producing sounds audible to said user, said sounds based on the received audio signals (via 
speakers 52a and 52b - see col. 4-5, lines 66-10). 

Rallison does not explicitly disclose viewing different video signals and audio signals 
associated with an event. However, it noted that the system provides different camera angles video 
and audio feeds for viewing a program of event such as football game as disclosed by Vancelette 
(see col. 5. lines 20-34). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the system of Rallison by providing different camera angles video and audio feeds for viewing 
a program of event as disclosed by Vancelette to allow the users watching a sport event with different 
views. 

Regarding claims 2, 8, 12 and 17, Rallison further discloses a shroud (112 - see figure 1) 
blocking ambient light when said handheld device is engaged with said user's face (see figure 1 ; 
abstract and col. 7-8, lines 62-11). 

Regarding claims 3 and 9, Rallison teaches that the shroud is configured with a broad cross 
session (12, 82 and 1 12) to shield both of said user's eyes at the same time when said handheld 
device is engaged with said user's face (see figure 1). 

Regarding claims 4 and 10, Rallison further discloses that the shroud is configured that there 
is an amount of space between said users eyes and the portion of said handheld device which 
resides in front of said user's eyes, said amount of space sufficient to accommodate eyeglasses 
being worn by said user (see col. 4, lines 6-13). 

Regarding claim 5, Rallison shows that the shroud is adapted to receive said user's forehead 
(see figure 1). 
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Regarding claims 7, 14 and 15, Rallison discloses providing the processed video to image 
generator 72 for displaying and providing the processed audio to speakers 52a & 52b for hearing (see 
col. 5, lines 10-54 and col. 4-5, lines 65-10). It should be noted that the handheld device must 
separate the video signals and audio signals before providing them to the image generator and 
speakers. Thus, the device demodulates the received video signals and audio signals. 

Regarding claim 16, Rallison discloses the step of holding said handheld device to said user's 
face (see figure 1). 



3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Robinson et al. (US 5,696.521 A) discloses a video headset. 

Quint et al. (US 5,546,099 A) discloses a mounted display system with light blocking structure. 
Tosaki (US 5,392,158 A) discloses a head-mounted image display with a housing for covering 
both eyes of the user and a support for mounting the housing on the head of the user. 

Atsumi et al. (US 6,351,252 B1) discloses a head-mounted picture display device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 703-306-5976. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Faile can be reached on 703-305-4380. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomiation for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infomnation about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Ngoc K. Vu 
Examiner 
Art Unit 261 1 



July 8, 2004 



